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The Power of Guildford

Guildford City Swimming Club has started the swimming season with two fantastic achievements. First winning the National Arena Swimming League (South) Premiere division round one gala at Gillingham, by a considerable margin of 56 points, which puts them at the top of the points table. The NASL squad members flew off their blocks all evening with many of them achieving pb’s, which, so early in the season is a brilliant start. The Zoggs sponsored club was against tough opposition from four other top South of England clubs at Gillingham at the weekend. Chief Coach Richard Garfield, who has recently been appointed Head Coach of the University of Surrey Swim Squad since the expansion of GCSC into the University’s new Surrey Sports Park said “Very exciting for all swimmers involved to be back in competition - some good early season pb’s - lots of terrific team spirit and a resounding win to kick start our 2009 National Arena Swimming League campaign”
The other great achievement by the club came from 40 swimmers of the three youngest High Performance Squads for their first event of the season. The annual October Cranleigh open meet was held at the Pavillions in the Park Pool in Horsham. Overall the swimmers returned with more than 80 medals between them! – 30 Gold, 25 silver and 27 bronze. There were also top boy/girl awards that went to Paige Collins (13 yrs), Lauren Hirst (11yrs), Chris Green(11yrs),Jamie Baudry (10yrs) and Lydia Harris (10yrs) County Squad coach Sally Williamson commented that members of the County and Sharks Squads competed admirably, considering that for many of them it was their first “big” competition, and they did themselves and the club proud  by winning many medals and ribbons. District Squad coach Vince Ayling was really impressed with his swimmers this early in the season and predicted that they would have an outstanding year if they continue at this level.
Richard Garfield said that he can’t wait for the rest of the year to unfold and see the members go from strength to strength in what should be a very exciting time in the clubs history. 
Other achievements that occurred recently within the club came from the Masters contingent. The amazing Cross Channel Swim by Emma France in 17hrs and 37 mins that places her as one of only 300 female swimmers to complete the challenge, she was also part of a GCSC relay team that also completed a cross channel swim earlier in the summer. Well done Emma. Dana Haugli was another successful swimmer, she completed the Lake Zurich swim in the summer. Jim Boucher was a member of a three person relay team that also completed the Lake Zurich Swim. The other GCSC Masters achievement was the relay team that was placed 6th in The World Masters Games, the team comprising of Dana, Michelle Trudgeon, Roger Billing and Peter Curran, and Dana winning an individual Gold.
All in all a busy international season for the Masters

