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PRESS RELEASE                                      
20 July 2009
Surrey Sports Park and Guildford City Swimming Club Pool Resources 
Surrey Sports Park and the Guildford City Swimming Club (GCSC) today announced a partnership that will see the two work closely together to maximise the opportunities that will become available when the state of the art 50 metre pool opens at the new Surrey Sports Park early next year.
The multi-million pound Surrey Sports Park, which is owned by the University of Surrey, is due to open early in 2010 and will be one of the country’s premier training facilities ahead of the London 2012 Olympics. 
The agreement will see GCSC become a key partner to the world class facilities with the Club’s High Performance Squads being based at the Surrey Sports Park from next year. Leading coaching staff from the swimming club, led by GCSC Chief Coach Richard Garfield, will also focus on developing the University of Surrey Swim Squad with the aim of producing and nurturing elite level swimming talent.  
In addition the club will provide tuition and training for swimmers of all levels and, as part of the development of swimming within the South East region, Guildford City Swimming Club will also provide a number of sessions to other local clubs as part of the ASA Swim 21 Hub Club Training scheme.  
Commenting on the agreement, Surrey Sports Park, Managing Director, Jason Harborow, said: “A major part of the planning of the Surrey Sports Park was the commitment to swimming.  The new pool will be our flagship facility and in addition to helping our elite swimmers, this partnership will open up new opportunities for swimmers of all ages and abilities in the area and thanks to the accessibility of the Sports Park, disabled swimmers will also be able to enjoy the benefits.” 
GCSC Chief Coach, Richard Garfield added: “The new 50 metre pool at the Surrey Sports Park is exactly what swimming in Guildford, Surrey and the South East needs.  The desperate shortage of facilities of this size and quality has greatly restricted the opportunities for aspiring swimmers in the region for many years.  With London 2012 just three years away, aspiring swimmers in the area will have the opportunity to experience the same conditions as Olympic athletes something that has previously not been possible in this county.”
The Sports Park’s 50m pool, the first indoor in Surrey, will benefit from a number of hi tech features that will make it one of the top training pools in the country including a traversable boom and moveable floor enabling the pool to be used in a variety of configurations. The boom can be used to divide the pool into two 25-metre sections, or to facilitate a 30-metre water polo pitch. The adjustable floor enables the depth of the pool to be altered to between 0 and 2 metres in depth. 

The Surrey Sports Park has already been registered as a suitable training venue for the Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2012 but as well as catering for elite athletes it will also provide the best and most up to date sport and facilities for anyone interested in sport and fitness. 
About Surrey Sports Park
The Surrey Sports Park is due to open early in 2010 and will house some of the most up to date sports facilities in the country, as well as Surrey’s first 50 metre pool, there will be glass backed squash courts with 2 show courts for 180 spectators, eight outdoor floodlit tennis courts, two new floodlit artificial grass pitches including one 3rd generation, a 120 station health and fitness suite and a 12m high Climbing Centre with unique bouldering facility. The 250 seat Starbucks Coffee House will be the first Starbucks in Europe to be housed within a multi-sports facility. 
Not only will the Surrey Sports Park facilitate able bodied sporting excellence, it will also provide first rate facilities and access for disabled athletes and selection as an official training venue for the Paralympic Games in 2012 has emphasised its top rate provision for disability sport. For more information visit www.surreysportspark.co.uk
About The University of Surrey
The University of Surrey is one of the UK’s leading professional, scientific and technological universities with a world class research profile and a reputation for excellence in teaching and research. Ground-breaking research at the University is bringing direct benefit to all spheres of life – helping industry to maintain its competitive edge and creating improvements in the areas of health, medicine, space science, the environment, communications, defence and social policy. Programmes in science and technology have gained widespread recognition and it also boasts flourishing programmes in dance and music, social sciences, management and languages and law. In addition to the campus on 150 hectares just outside Guildford, Surrey, the University also owns and runs the Surrey Research Park, which provides facilities for 140 companies employing 2,700 staff. 

The Sunday Times names Surrey as ‘The University for Jobs' which underlines the university’s growing reputation for providing high quality, relevant degrees. 







