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THE FUTURE STARS
Guildford City Swimming club held their annual Academy Gala on Saturday 6th June with 127 swimmers competing, 65 girls and 62 boys. “This was the best showing ever” said Sue Barney, Head of The Academy. 
This is probably the first time that the children get to experience the atmosphere of a gala, with many of the officials coming from outside of the club. So the protocol learning curve for them is really fast, there were obviously a few little worried faces and I don’t just mean from the swimmers. Probably more tense for mum and dad sitting up in the gallery…! 

“There were a number of outstanding swims from this, the youngest competitive area of the club.” remarked Sue. The stand out swimmer from the evening was William Raynesford who not only won gold in the 2000 Boys freestyle, butterfly ,breaststroke and back stroke but then went on to win the Top Boy/Girl Trophy. 2nd  in this category was Ben Rowett who won all four of the 2001 strokes and 3rd was Katie Du Plessis  who won the 2000 Girls backstroke, butterfly and was placed second in the freestyle and breaststroke. Jasmine Sketchley  had a really strong swim winning the 2000 girls breaststroke and freestyle and was placed 2nd in the butterfly. The stars of the 2001 girls age group were Megan Wallis, Aspen Warren, Charlotte Baker, Molly Colbert, The Bloxham and Jessica Adams. This is a really strong age group, with girls fighting for places. In the 2002 age group Sasha Nickless won the girls freestyle and backstroke, whilst William Grainger and Jamie Bonner were the stars of the 2002 boys, William winning the freestyle and backstroke, Jamie winning the butterfly and breaststroke. The 2003 swimmers (6yr olds) although nervous, dived in and completed in excellent technique and without any disqualifications.

 “I was very proud of them as I was of all the swimmers” Sue Barney said, “and would like to extend a big thank you to all the Academy coaches and to all the parents for their help in organising what was a very successful evening.” A special mention should go to the Tait sisters who suffered a tragedy at the beginning of the week with their house burning down. Georgina was placed 2nd in 2000 girls backstoke and 3rd in the butterfly and  Alexandra coming 2nd in the 2003 girls freestyle.
