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“Great weekend”

Possibly an understatement from Richard Garfield head coach of the Zoggs sponsored club.

The May open meet held by Guildford City Swimming Club based at The Spectrum was a huge success, with the demographic range of the visiting clubs stretching from Barnsley in the Midlands to Taunton in the South West culminating in a total of 2700 swims.
All the clubs that attended the open meet held over the Bank Holiday weekend enjoyed a great level of success, with many National Qualifying Times being achieved across all the age groups. As this was one of the last possible chances for swimmers to achieve their NQTs in a 25 metre pool there was a very high level of competition. 
Some of the highlights from the weekend were not only NQTs being achieved but also a great many longstanding club records were broken. Charlotte Hards achieved her first NQT in the 100 backstroke in 1:08.24. Charlie Pullen  surprised us all by getting his 200m backstroke NQT short course by swimming 2:35.16, which broke the club record, previously held by Marco Loughran for 9 years. Rachael Solway was another fantastic record breaker and took the 100m freestyle record away from Nicola Ramsey which has stood for 17years….! Rubens King was also a record breaker and took another of Marco’s long standing records in the 100m IM together with three other records and because of these great swims and others, was awarded Top Senior Boy. Lydia Room  another club record breaker, setting 4 new club records, Superb.   Finn Campbell was the top Junior boy and at only 10 yrs old, one to watch next year . Ollie Weedon obtained a major PB in the 200m freestyle. He entered with 2:13.71 and achieved 2:07.79 ! And Michael Ingram achieved 0:54.65 in the 100m freestyle which was a NQT for him and a fantastic PB. Tom Penfare achieved sub 2 minutes for the first time in the 200m freestyle. Tilly Prowse and Emma Day gaining extraordinary 100m and 200m freestyle times. In the girls 200m backstroke Hannah Dry swam an amazing first 100m split 1:12.69 and achieved her NQT. Effortless and sublime remarked Richard.
“All the swimmers produced great times; they all seemed to be feeding on each others success. I’m looking forward to the south east region Bagcats championships” said Vince Ayling the District Squad Coach

Steve Wadey the Senior squad had this to say about the weekends achievements. 

“I’ve never been more proud of a squad’s performance. The swimmers stepped up to an even higher level this weekend with a staggering amount of PB’s being achieved, which clearly shows the groups determination and attention to detail”
And the final word on this magnificent weekend comes from Richard, the Head Coach.
 “We are very proud of all of our swimmers and parents who put on a great event that was truly a celebration of swimming. So many highlights. Watching the various squad coaches working with and encouraging their swimmers was a joy and obviously underpins the reason for our continued success. We are very lucky to have such a super team of motivated people running the mighty green machine!" 
