Press release 3 March 2009
The roaring crowd of spectators raised the Spectrum roof on Sunday as they watched the exciting relays on the last day of the Surrey Age Group Swimming Championships, where Guildford City emerged victorious, spectacularly beating 22 other Surrey clubs to win the coveted George Tinlin Trophy for the Top Age Group Club and the Jubilee cup for the top ladies club for the 6th successive year. 
Throughout the weeks of this competition, City’s swimmers never faltered as they surged ahead of their rivals from the beginning and beating the nearest contenders by a massive 1433 points,   setting a new Surrey County record.  From the youngest 9 year olds to the oldest National Squad members, City swimmers collected medal after medal, broke club records and achieved NQTs, demonstrating their prowess as Surrey’s premier swimming club. Amassing 280 medals between them the swimmers took back to their club almost twice as many as the runner up, an astonishing achievement.
Chief Coach Richard Garfield and the entire coaching team were once again delighted with the results.  “Champions for six straight years and once again a massive margin of victory illustrates that our programme continues to deliver competitive success across the board, all ages, girls as well as boys. We are now seeing graduates from our own Swim Academy (started only 4 years ago) achieve outstanding success at County level and as a result Sue Barney & her team of teachers & coaches, who are responsible for the youngest members of the Club, deserve the highest praise possible. Coach Sally Williamson, together with Vicky Preece, also deserve great praise for further developing this current crop of nine year olds who have literally dominated all of the Surrey 200m events. This new generation has contributed to the rise of the strongest club in Surrey which was ranked 11th in Surrey in 1997. We always believed in our abilities & and our goal to be number 1 and today we continue to work harder than anyone else to ensure we remain at the top.” 

To the delight of their supporters, Guildford City teams won 12 gold medals (60%) from a total of 20 relay races after winning a collection of medals in the 50m races last Saturday.  10 year old William Wood and 11 year old Emma Day both won 3 golds and a bronze and silver respectively in their four 50m races whilst Tilly Prowse, 11, scooped up another gold, 2 silvers and a bronze in her 4. Together with Claudia Harris (who took the silver) and Anna Christiansen, these 11 year old girls took the top 4 slots for Guildford in the 50m fly. 17 year old Henrietta Dillon went home with 2 golds and a silver and Abigail Munday won the gold in the 14 year old 50m breast and silver in the 50m fly.
10 year old Finn Cambell raced to an exciting finish in the 50m back, winning the gold. Three City 13 year olds, Oliver Weedon, Martin Peters and Oliver Goodlud came 2nd, 3rd and 4th in the 50m fly, Goodlud having already won the gold and silver in the 50m free and 50m breast. Peters also took the gold in the 50m back and the bronze in the 50m free, the event for which his older brother Henri won gold . Edward Dyer, 12, completed his 50m free in 28.12 seconds, putting him in the top 10 nationally. A large number of others managed impressive PBs to take home yet more medals. 
City’s coaches and swimmers are now very much looking forward to building upon their success at the forthcoming South East Regionals in May/June.
