18 February 2009
Guildford City Continue to Lead the Way @ the Surreys 
Guildford City Swimming Club continued to rewrite the County record book after the latest weekend of the annual Surrey Swimming Championships held at the Spectrum 14/ 15 February. Now leading all other Surrey clubs in the medal table & points table, it would appear that this will be the sixth consecutive year of county supremacy for the Spectrum based organisation. The Big Green Machine, sponsored by Zoggs International & the Bourne Group, has amassed an astonishing 163 medals (48 Gold 64 Silver 51 Bronze), which is nearly as much as the second, third & fourth place clubs combined.  
 “We are now seeing the true benefits of our Academy which we started several years ago. Many of our younger medallists are graduates from this school of swimming excellence and Sue Barney and her staff should be very proud of these achievements” stated a very happy Chief Coach Richard Garfield. Once the City youngsters leave the Academy they are coached firstly by Vicky Preece & then Sally Williamson in the Junior County Squad. “The success of Sally’s swimmers at these Surreys is unprecedented.” The 9 year old girls have completely dominated the Surrey County Championships having taken 1 -2 - 3 in four separate events with the crowning achievement of placing 1 -2 - 3 - 4 - 5 in the 200m IM !! Gabriella Cooper, Lydia Room, Samantha Sebo, Rachael Christiansen, Francesca Beddow & Verity McPhail have all made valuable contributions to this success.
The success spanned all ages and both girls & boys. The eleven year old girls have also dominated the championships with 1 -2 – 3 in the 200m Butterfly and once again 1 2- 3 in the 100m IM. The group of Emma Day, Tilly Prowse, Anna Christiansen & Claudia Harris basking in medal glory.
Six girls went under the magic 60 second barrier in the 100m Freestyle. Congratulations to Henrietta Dillon, Emily Pinchin, Rachael Solway, Ella Hatton, Jessie Fisher & Caroline Brady. City won Gold in the girls 200m back at 9 years – Lydia Room, 10 years – Alesia Harris, 11 years – Emma Day & 12 years- Emilia Taylor. Matthew Brickell leads all 9 year old boys in the Bagcat point’s table as does William Wood in the 10 year old (followed closely in second place by Finn Campbell),

“Everywhere you look there is excellence” hummed Senior Squad Coach, Steve Wadey & District Squad Coach Vince Ayling chimed in “it’s Great to be Green”.

