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There were plenty of reasons to celebrate for Guildford City Swimming Club over a weekend of competition that saw swimmers travel to Brighton and Swansea!

At the Welsh Dragon Meet (12th-14th Jan) there were no less than 15 National Qualifying Times set, along with 8 qualifying times for the British Long Course Championships in April!

City, who is sponsored by The Bourne Group and Zoggs, took a small team of swimmers to Swansea and they did the club proud, reaching a number of finals and amassing a large number of medals and qualifying times.

Abigail Munday (12) was again in outstanding form, with 4 NQTs and 2 British Long Course QTs. These came in the 100m and 200m breast in 1.17.70 and 2.48.40 respectively, and in the 100m and 200m freestyle with 1.03.28 and 2.15.97

Both the 100m and 200m breaststroke were also British LC qualifying times.

Danielle Wythe (12) was another swimmer in superb form – she also set national  qualifying times in the 100m and 200m free, with great times of 1.02.71 and 2.15.41 and went on to add a British LC QT in the 50m free with an impressive 29.32
Caroline Brady (15) shone with 3 National Qualifying Times plus 3 British LC times! Her times were achieved in the 100m free with a blistering 59.90, 200m IM in 2.26.43 and the 50m back in 31.53!

Henrietta Dillon (15) added to Guildford’s medal and qualifying times total in the 200m free and 50m and 100m backstroke – her times were 2.09.35, 31.49 and 1.09.02, with the 50m back also a British LC QT. She further added the 50m fly to her list for the British meet with a great time of 29.42! 

Natasha Smith (12) joined in with 2 NQTs of her own! She swam a super 100m free in 1.04.58 and went on to swim a 2.17.74 in the 200m free for her second QT!

Howard Birtwell (16) had a good race in the 50m free to reach the finals, where he powered to a great personal best of 24.99, earning him a National Qualifying time too for his effort!

There were also good swims from the rest of the team, with personal best times and a number of finalists and medallists, amongst them Michael Ingram, Ella Hatton, Emily Pinchin, Danny Anderson, William Elliott, Tom Clarke, Camilla Brady, Martha Langan,  James Adams, Georgina Simmons, Emily Nurse, Charlotte Spencer-Ruddy, Oliver Weedon, Tom Marshall, Evie Spencer-Ruddy, Victoria Thurlow and Sam Peters.

Coaches Richard Garfield and Steve Wadey were very pleased with the overall performance of their swimmers early in the season.

Meanwhile another set of Guildford swimmers made their way to Brighton for their Open Meet, with some of them taking part for the first time!

There were a huge number of personal best times, with Christina Holohan (12) also achieving the qualifying time for the club’s National Squad with her great 200m freestyle, in a personal best time of  2.17.50! She was in great form throughout the weekend, shaving over 17 seconds off her 200m IM time too, with a new personal best of 2.38.74, and setting further personal best times in the 100m and 200m back, 100m fly and 100m free!

Youngster Rubens King (9) set the best personal best time of the meet, when he took an astonishing 19.34 seconds off his previous best in the 200m fly! His new time now stands at 3.29.86! He also did well over the whole weekend, with other personal best time in the 50m free and 200m breaststroke. Team-mates Henry Goodlud (9), Austin Kelly (9), Mark Tuddenham (9), Sam Delaney (10), Oliver Barella (9), Edward Dyer (10), Oliver Quitmann (10) and  Oliver Boorer (10)  all added personal best times.
The younger girls were not to be outdone meanwhile, and also clocked up an impressive number of personal best times! Claudia Harris (9), Hannah Dry (9), Hannah Hammersley (9), Lauren Hirst (9), Eleanor Richards (10), Sophie Duplessis (10), Grace and Alice Gibbs (both 10) and Sophie Quitmann (10) all added at least one personal best time to Guildford’s great swimming display.
Coach Sally Williamson was delighted with her young team and they way they performed!

