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Guildford City at the 

National Arena Swimming League

The finals of the National Arena Swimming League were held on Sunday 25 April at Ponds Forge, Sheffield. This is the culmination of three regional rounds  held from October to December, eliminating clubs to find the top ten  in the UK..
This was Guildford City’s fifth consecutive year representing the South East Region as reigning champions and the  “Green Army” Team left Surrey at the same time that the London Marathon started; only they had a little further to go. Spirits were high. They arrived at lunchtime in Sheffield to a packed venue. As with the Spectrum & Surrey Sports Park based team, all the other clubs had brought their army of supporters too. Let Battle commence.
Rachael Solway was the first to swim and won the opening event, the Womens Open 200m IM, although, it was the rising stars of the Zoggs sponsored club that began to shine as the afternoons events unfolded. The 9/11 Boys Freestyle Relay team gained 2nd place, Alesia Harris and Charlie Pullen both got 2nd places in the 10/11 Backstroke events, Christopher Green 4th in the 10/11 Butterfly, a fantastic 2nd place from Emma Day in the 15 and under 100m Butterfly, swimming well out of her age group and also 2nd  in the 13 and under 100m Butterfly breaking the club record. Emma Cain getting a 3rd place in the 10/11 50m Breastroke, Anna Christiansen swimming a wonderful  10/11 50m Freestyle to give her 2nd place, Charlie Pullen getting another 2nd place  in the Boys 10/11 50m Freestyle, and to cap it all the Girls 9/11 200m Medley Team got a fantastic 1st place after a really hard fought race and the boys got 3rd in their 200m Medley, the Girls 13 and under 200m Freestyle Team had another hard fought battle that culminated in a 2nd place. All these wonderful swims gave the Club overall 5th place.
Chief Coach Richard Garfield was pleased with the result “this was a solid team performance against the best in the country. We are proud of all of our swimmers and thank our wonderful group of supporters for their encouragement. Thanks also to our Committee for organising the day out in Sheffield. If we want to move up the ladder next year we definitely need to raise our game in training & take full advantage of the fact that we are now operating out of two terrific facilities , the Guildford Spectrum & the Surrey Sports Park. 
