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Guildford City swimmers were once again competing over the weekend, this time at the National Speedo Grand Final – for City this was the 2nd time in succession that they reached this illustrious A final in the last two years, having won the B final the year before that at the first time of asking!
This time they came across very tough competition, with this the first year that the event has been run with 10 finalists.
Guildford were 8th on the day, with a number of highlights and fine swims!

Dani Wythe (13) swum a superb 100m backstroke in 1.10.43, which is not only a National Qualifying Time but also inside the Welsh Youth Development qualifying time!

Henrietta Dillon (15), who took part in a number of races, also achieved 2 NQTs in the 100m freestyle and backstroke, and was also a member of the 15 & under winning girls relay team along with Georgina Hellier, Sian Aldred and Emily Pinchin.

Nick Middleton (18) also achieved 2 NQTs, in the 50m and 100m free with Michael Ingram (13) racing to an NQT in the 100m fly with a 1.05.36 and Abi Munday (13) in the 100m freestyle with a new personal best of 1.02.91!
The outstanding swim of the day belonged to Rachael Solway (14), who stormed to her first ever National Qualifying Time in the 100m breaststroke! Rachael achieved this in the Women’s Open 100m breaststroke event, where she kept up with her older competitors all the way to the end and showed her delight when seeing her super time of 1.15.86! 

There were also a number of personal best times – Henri Peters (14) set 2 of them with over a second improvement in the 100m breaststroke, which he followed with a 4 second personal best in the 100m backstroke! Ella Hatton (12), Howard Birtwell (16) and Jack Williams (17) had some great swims in the freestyle relays, with Hatton dipping under 30 seconds with a 29.26 and Birtwell and Williams both going sub 25 seconds!

There were also personal best times for Evie Spencer-Ruddy (10), Laurence Peplow (11), Georgina Simmons (11), Alexandra Scholl (11), Martin Peters (11), Danny Anderson (17) and Josh Harvey (18).

Chief Coach Richard Garfield commented:
"A solid performance with several exceptional swims. It was an honour & privilege to once again represent the South of England at the National Speedo "A" Final at Ponds Forge as Southern Champions. Congratulations to fellow southerners Bracknell for their excellent achievement. We were all truly inspired by Rachael Solway's 100m Breaststroke, which was both her first ever NQT and a Club Record! We look forward to returning next year having learnt a valuable lesson about competing with the "real" uncompromising swimming world". 

