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Big Green Machine Rolls on to 2nd Round National League Victory
Senior Squad Coach Steve Wadey was only slightly bemused on Saturday night at the Spectrum after seeing Guildford City Swimming Club ( sponsored by the Bourne Group & Zoggs International ) cruise to a 22 point victory over closest rival Beckenham in the second round of the National League. “We have just got back from a gruelling warm weather training camp in Cyprus where even our youngest swimmers managed 26 hours of tough training during the week. We thought that with all of the aerobic endurance work completed we might have blunted the team’s sharpness in sprinting”. With 26 life time best performances, 22 wins & 13 second places on the night there was nothing blunt about City’s ability to race. District Squad Coach Vince Ayling continued “The team spirit was as always peerless but with the added extra bonus of the team bonding that took place in Paphos last week. Winning the first four events set down a marker of excellence for the rest of the night and gave us an amazing momentum.”
Facing their most demanding challenge since the 2007 South East final, three times League Champions Guildford City held off fantastic opposition from three resurging clubs, Beckenham, Portsmouth & Amersham. Final scores:
Guildford City               199

Beckenham                    177

Portsmouth Northsea     135

Amersham                     131

Staines                           105 

G.B. European Junior starlet Rachael Solway controlled a terrific win in the 200m IM and then posted a 1.8 second pb in the 100m Breaststroke winning in 1;11.02, a new Club Record. Also setting new Club Records were 11 year old Tilly Prowse in the 50 Free 29.24, 50 Back 33.65 & 100 Back 1:11.72 ( swimming two years out of age!). Not to be outdone 11 year old team mate Emma Day set new records in the 50 Fly 31.77 and 100 Fly 1:10.23 ( also swimming two years out of age). 14 year old Ella Hatton flirted with the magic 1 minute mark in the 100 free posting a superb 1.00.26. As usual the relay teams really stood out, clocking 9 wins in the 16 team events & reflecting City’s great strength in depth. “We had 15 swimmers in our squad who just came to swim in the relay races, enthused a very pleased Junior Squad Coach Sally Williamson. “The competition for individual swims is quite fierce!” City move on to the grand South East Region final to be held at K2 Crawley 13 December where they hope to retain their title & 4- peat as Champions!

