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Good Start to National Swimming League Campaign
A new season and a change of name for the National Speedo League, rebranded the National Swimming League. Arriving at Canterbury swimming pool Guildford City swimmers, (sponsored by both Zoggs & the Bourne Group) found only the hosts & Seven Oaks ready to compete. Haslemere arrived five races into the gala & Windsor unfortunately did not arrive at all, both clubs having been stuck on the motorway network by a catastrophic accident. In 2004 City went through a similar ordeal and arrived at the Dover based gala twenty four events into the competition.

Final positions indicate the superb start the “Mighty Greens” have made to the swimming year

Guildford        177
Haslemere       123
Canterbury      113
7 Oaks              84
Chief Coach Richard Garfield was delighted with the result,” We warned our swimmers about the temptation of becoming complacent. Having been champions of the South East Region for three consecutive years it could be very easy to underestimate the opposition and their desire to win and take our title. City swimmers stepped up after just six weeks back in training and set down a very clear marker. The next round at the Spectrum will be a very interesting and a much tougher challenge.”
European Junior swimmer Rachel Solway started off proceedings with an amazing 4 second pb in the 200m IM becoming the first Guildford girl for several years to break the 2:20, winning easily in 2;19.66. Rachael went on later to win the 100 Breaststroke in a new Club Record of 1:12.82. There was a total of 32 first place finishes with many winning by sizeable distances. The youngest age group were completely dominant winning eleven of their twelve events. In the thirteen & under age group, Amy Fisher stepped in as reserve in the 100m Breaststroke to compete and recorded a 2.5 second Pb and maximum points with a win. New boy Oliver Goodlud had the Coaches almost speechless with a near six second life time best in the 100m Breaststroke also gaining full points. 11 year old Emma Day swimming two years out of age in the 100m fly swiped over 5 seconds off of her pb winning in the event in  1:11.49.
Coaches Vince Ayling & Sally Williamson were very pleased with the results, “Although there were many good individual performances this was a strong team effort with an amazing collective spirit on poolside. There wasn’t a hint of “complacency”.  Tonight we showed why we have been champions for three years. We compared these results with last year’s first round results and found that we had improved year on year

in 32 of the 50 events.” 
