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National Speedo Success – 4th in the “A” Final !

What a difference a year makes! After a disappointing showing at last year’s National Speedo final, Guildford City’s Coaching staff were determined that their team would not return to Sheffield in 2008 and put in another sub standard performance. As recent results at the County Champs (February) & SER Youth Championships (May) had indicated the Club was more than ready and all swimmers put in terrific performances at Pond’s Forge on Sunday 11 May. For most of Sunday afternoon they fought valiantly with Ipswich and Liverpool for the coveted third place and in the end were very satisfied with a credible 4th place.  
Final Results

Plymouth Leander 399

Millfield 364

Ipswich 284

Guildford City 281

Liverpool 274

Hatfield 272

Stockport Metro 258

Camden Swiss Cottage 250

Lincoln Vulcans 184

 Coventry 182

In the first event Emily Pinchin kicked off proceedings with a 2 ½ second Pb in the 200 IM and set the tone for a further thirty personal best times achieved by swimmers of all ages over the course of the gala. This year, City swam as well as they danced during the warm up (party)  and there were wins for Marco Loughran in the 100m Back & Rachel Solway in the 100m Breaststroke as well as the Girls 13 & under freestyle team of Abi Munday, Ella Hatton, and Natasha Smith & Chrissie Holohan. Rachael Solway, selected for the G.B. European Junior Team in July, deservedly won Most Improved 15 year old Girl of the competition with back to back 100m Breaststroke swims of 1.12. Many of the City swimmers were competing a year out of age with special mention going to Charlie Pullan and Will Wood who both swam in the Boys 11 & under Freestyle team two years out of age ! Charlie split 33.11 and Will 32 .77. 
Chief Coach Richard Garfield was delighted. “Our swimmers, coaches, committee & parents all work exceptionally hard at “Swimming”. This result is a testament to that hard work and the culture we have developed over the past ten years that this programme has been in place. We are all extremely proud of everyone involved and have already started preparations for a return in 2009! The three way battle for third place with great clubs like Ipswich & Liverpool was superb. The team spirit throughout really helped all of our athletes to raise their game.” 
