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City Clinch Speedo South Title in a Gala Thriller!
In an outstanding display of truly inspiring swimming, Guildford City retained their Southern League Championship title at K2 Crawley on Saturday night in a thrilling gala that definitely had the nerves jangling and the hearts pumping. The atmosphere at the Round 3 “Cup Final” was nothing short of electric with every team chanting, screaming & singing throughout. The final scores of this nail biter were:

GC                          231

Bracknell                219

Leatherhead           178

Canterbury             144

Bexley                    139 

Beckenham            137

City were duly crowned worthy champions and retain the trophy for the 2nd year in a row!

Chief Coach Richard Garfield was ecstatic, “Having been beaten by Bracknell in Round 2 at their home pool, we knew we had some serious competition. We walked away from that loss in November (our first for two years) and immediately went back to the drawing board. We are so proud of all of our swimmers. They showed tonight that they are true champions and along the way they have learnt some valuable lessons. This is the first time that any club has repeated as Southern Champions since Portsmouth in 1999/ 2000, it is truly a major achievement. It was clear from the efforts of the swimmers & coaches that we were very hungry for this success; it meant a lot to all of us.”

With the lessons learned from the second round defeat at Bracknell, City swimmers were determined to up their performances on the night, and they did just that to narrowly outpoint their opponents! There were no less than 28 personal best times set throughout the evening, with Guildford’s true depth and consistency shown by the 43 top three places achieved!
Every single swimmer achieved at least one personal best time – they were all motivated and more than ready to show their mettle, and cheered their team mates on with the help of a large crowd of Guildford parents.

The first win of the night, which was greeted with a huge roar from the Guildford supporters, came in the girls 15/U freestyle relay – the team of Rachael Solway (14), Sîan Aldred (15) Emily Pinchin (14) and Georgina Hellier (14) led from the start and never relinquished their lead! Martin Peters (11) followed with a personal best and 1st place in the 50m backstroke in 35.78, as did Abi Munday (12) in the 13/U 100m breaststroke in 1.16.22. Pavle Dimitrijevic (15) lowered his 100m backstroke best to 1.02.34, winning a very exciting race, with Oliver Weedon (11) doing the same in the 50m fly, with a time of 33.26. Henrietta Dillon (15) won her 100m fly race with ease, and was followed by Sam Peters (15) who stormed to a superb win in his 100m fly race, dipping below the 1 minute mark and clocking a personal best of 59.92! The 100m fly also resulted in a win for Dani Wythe (12) – in a really close race, the youngster gritted her teeth and came from behind to out touch her opponent and win in 1.09.62, another new personal best. Michael Ingram (12) followed suit – he shaved almost 2 seconds off his previous best to set an incredible 1.04.82 personal best! By this stage, Guildford had the bit between their teeth and were not about to let go! With the loud approval of the Guildford spectators and cheering team mates on poolside, every race was greeted with drums, whistles and shouts of encouragement!
There were two more wins, coming in the girls 15/U medley relay with Barbi Pain (14), Rachael Solway (14), Henrietta Dillon (15) and Georgina Hellier (14), and in the girls Open freestyle relay with Henrietta Dillon again, Caroline Brady (15), Georgina Fromson (17), Sian Aldred (15), Ann Hyams (16) and Emily Pinchin (14).

But this was all about team work and it was the team as a whole that crafted this win – the attitude of the swimmers made the difference on the night, and this could be seen in the performances – Howard Birtwell (16) powered his way to a 1 second personal best in the 100m free, with a new time of 54.03, Henri Peters (13) swam superbly in the last leg of the freestyle relay, Dave Lynch (17) took over 2 seconds off his 200m IM time, Jack Otton and Rian Campbell (both 13) went faster on the night than ever before, as did Jess Stevens , Georgina Simmons, Emily Nurse, Amy Fisher, Dino Willingson and Ahmad Yousef (all 11). The 13/U girls relay team was made up of all 12 year olds (Ella Hatton, Natasha Smith, Abi Munday and Dani Wythe), but this didn’t matter as they raced to personal best times against older opponents. William Elliott (14) took just under a second off his previous best in the 100m breast, with a new time of 1.14.63, Sarah Gallichan (11) also clocked a new personal best in the 50m breast with 41.93, Captain Danny Anderson (17) and Josh Williamson (26), who not only swam their hearts out but also helped all the youngsters along the way, plus Jack Williams (18), Josh Harvey (18) and Adam Weldin (15) all swam superbly to cap a fantastic night for City!
Chairman Steve Middleton commented after the event, that it was as exciting as the Cup Final itself, and the atmosphere was no less electric!

In true sporting style, City were as gracious in victory as they were in their second round defeat, clapping every other team and acknowledging the tough competition they faced on the night.

Roll on the Speedo National A Final in April!!! 

The B team were at Spectrum on the night, in the relegation gala.

Despite gallant efforts by the swimmers, the team could not avoid being relegated to the 1st division, having faced all A teams intent on relegation survival.

There were some good swims, with well over ten personal best times set, and wins for the girls 15/U relay team comprising Charlotte Mann (14), Charlotte Spencer-Ruddy (14), Victoria Thurlow (15) and Imogen Kelso (14), with Charlotte Mann going on to win the girls 15/U 100m fly.
Liam Man (12) had a super swim in the 13/U 100m breaststroke, where he took an amazing 13.85 seconds off his previous best, to finish in 1.26.98 – team mate Petra Dimitrijevic(12) also scored a personal best in the girls 100m breast.

Christina Holohan (12) continued her fine current form with a great personal best in the 100m free, coming 2nd with a 1.04.32, and Josh Rieser (13) also achieved a personal best in the boys 100m free with Stuart Watson (31) racing to a personal best in the Open 100m free with a 57.64 personal best time.

Adam Reddings (16) was another swimmer to improve his personal best in the Open 100m IM, with youngsters Samantha Tierney (11) and Edward Dillon (12) doing the same in the 50m breast and 100m fly respectively, with James Adams (14) following suit in the 100m free with a 1.01.13.
