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Guildford City Increase Their Lead in the County Championships!

Another outstanding weekend of swimming saw Guildford City Swimming Club demonstrate why they are the premier swimming club in Surrey!

City, who are sponsored by Zoggs and The Bourne Group, increased their lead to nearly double that of 2nd placed club Kingston Royals – Guildford now have 1746.5 points to Kingston’s 792.5.

The medal tally is also impressive, with a total of 193, 71 of which are gold!

Chief Coach Richard Garfield stated: " It is clear that Guildford City has moved into a new phase in its development as a swimming club. We have never seen results like this before in the history of the Club. The structure we have in place is delivering a competitive and skills led programme that anyone would be proud of. We have had four squad coaches on the poolside during the whole County Championships aiding and attending to each one of our swimmers. Our National & Senior Squads have had early morning training sessions before spending a whole day in competition at the Spectrum. Nothing has been left to chance in our preparation for this and future events. We are very serious about maintaining and constantly improving our ten year history of excellence."

William Wood (9) has been one of the youngsters to emerge from the Guildford fold – he has so far won gold in every event he has entered, a total of 6 so far! He has won every 200m event plus the 100m IM! His teammate Rose-Maria Griffiths (also 9) is not far behind with a medal in every event too! This is the first year of County competition for both these young swimmers!

Amongst a huge number of personal best times throughout the weekend, there were also a further 10 National Qualifying Times, with Ella Hatton (13) achieving them in the 100m back (1.08.12) and 100m free (1.01.58, Rachael Solway (15) in the 100m and 200m breast (1.14.21 and 2.39.54 respectively), Henrietta Dillon (16) with the 100m back and fly (1.03.89 and 1.04.96), Michael Ingram (14) in the 100m fly with 1.01.25 and Club Captain Danny Anderson (18) in the 200m breast with 2.26.22

There were many more super swims from a number of swimmers – Emilia Taylor (10) was delighted with her bronze in the 100m back, as was Charlotte Hards (13) in the same event. Martha Langan (14) had a very good weekend, and was all smiles with her gold in the 200m fly! The 200m fly, a tough event, produced at least one medal in every age group for Guildford – Rose Griffiths (9) and Emma Day (10) won gold, the latter in an astonishing 2.42.07 – in fact the 10 year age group produced another 1-2-3 for Guildford, with Tilly Prowse and Hannah Dry in silver and bronze with vastly improved personal best times! Sophie Duplessis (11) won silver, Sam Tierney (12) bronze and for the 13-year age group, Natasha Smith won the gold with Charlotte Hards the bronze. Martha Langan and Chrissie Holohan did the same for the 14-year age group, with Jessie Fisher (15) winning bronze, Charlotte Mann (16) coming first in her age group and Ann Hyams (17) completing Guildford’s 200m-butterfly tally for the 17+ age group!

There were equally impressive results for the boys in the 200m fly – there was gold not only for 9-year old William Wood, but also for Rubens King (10), Austin Kelly (11), Martin Peters (12) with team mate Ollie Weedon (12) close behind for silver, Michael Ingram (14) with another gold and Sam Peters (16), with a hard won gold in his best swim for a while!

There were many other medals and many more top eight places, all adding to Guildford’s superb points total. All the coaches were again full of praise for their squads – “all of them continue to impress. It is easy to see how the team spirit and ability is present at all levels and ages” said a very happy team of coaches!

Other medallists were:

Sara Beattie-Spanjol (9), Alexandra Schol (12), Amy Fisher (12), Lewis Fisher (12), Jessie Fisher (15), Emily Pinchin (15), Georgina Hellier (15), John Hargan (15), James Adams (15), Caroline Brady (16), William Elliott (16), Pavle Dimitrijevic (16) and Sîan Aldred (17)
