18th February 2008 

Guildford City Lead on at the County Championships!

Guildford City surged ahead at the Surrey County Championships, with a bumper weekend of outstanding results and medals!

Surrey’s leading club, who are sponsored by Zoggs and The Bourne Group, have now opened a healthy 414 point lead with 863 points in the age groups and no less than 125 medals so far.

The points to date are

Guildford 
863

Kingston
448.5

Leatherhead
330

The weekend was a showcase for some superb swimming throughout the age groups. Many younger swimmers were experiencing their first ever County Championships, yet they took it in their stride and showed not only swimming prowess but also a very mature attitude to competition.

Coach Sally Williamson commented: “The swimmers believe that all the hard training they’ve put in has worked – they can see it in the results they are getting and are feeding off it!”

William Wood (9) is just one of the youngsters who are benefiting from the coaching and training, winning 3 gold medals all in personal best times!

Emma Day (10) also had an outstanding weekend. She won gold with personal best times in every event she entered – 400m IM, 200m free, 400m free, with a 16 second personal best of 5.01.24, 200m IM and 200m back!

It wasn’t just the youngsters that shone – across the age groups Guildford were the strongest team throughout the weekend. Coach Steve Wadey stated: “The dedication of the swimmers, coaches and the committee have shone through this weekend in the results achieved. The strength and depth throughout the age groups has been astonishing.”

There were a number of National Qualifying Times too – Henrietta Dillon (16) achieved them in the 200m free and 400m IM, Ella Hatton (13) in the 1500m free and 200m back, Emily Pinchin (15) in the 200m IM and 200m free, Rachael Solway (15) in the 200m and 400m IM and Natasha Smith (13) in the gruelling 800m and 1500m free!

But the weekend was all about teamwork – it was the whole team who swam their hearts out for the club, and amassed the points needed to establish such a lead.

Coach Vince Ayling summed this feeling up when he commented; “It’s been a great weekend. They have swam beyond their capabilities and showed that we are a first class team!”

There were many great swims throughout the weekend; Charlotte Hards (13) swam extremely well all the way through to take many seconds off her previous best times in a number of events – Martin Peters (12) was another swimmer to make headway, as was Rubens King (10) who was dominant in his age group and Austin Kelly (11), who has only just turned 11 yet has shown determination and achieved great results! Mark Tuddenham (10) was delighted when he took 22 seconds off his 400m free time to score a new personal best of 5.23.54 and more proof of Guildford dominance was highlighted by 1-2-3s in the 13 year age group for Natasha Smith, Abi Munday and Ella Hatton in the 200m free, and again in the 400m free (with Ella and Abi swapping places) and the 15 year age group where Rachael Solway, Emily Pinchin and Jessie Fisher picked up the medals.

Other notable personal best times, amongst many, came from Georgina Simmons (13) and Sam Tierney (12) in the 800m and 1500m free, Martha Langan (14) in the 800m free, Lewis Fisher (12) and Joanna Klaptocz (15) in the 1500m free, plus Christopher Green (10), Charlie Pullan (10),  Ash Grover and Oliver Quitmann (both 11), Hannah Dry  and Lauren Hirst (both10),and Sophie Duplessis (11) in the 400m free plus 9 year olds Holly Williams and Lucy Sessions in the 200m back.

Head Coach Richard Garfield was delighted with the team as a whole and the impressive results.

“I am very, very proud of the whole club. I felt that if I had cut off my finger I would have bled Guildford green!” 

