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City Begin their Title Defence in Style!

Guildford City Swimming Club and its sponsors Zoggs and The Bourne Group were delighted with their start in the Surrey County Championships this weekend. City, who are defending the title of Surrey Champions, which they have won for the past 3 years in succession, are nearly 200 points clear of their nearest rivals Kingston after this first weekend’s swimming!

The Championships started with the girl’s 200m breaststroke, where Guildford won 8 medals, 4 of them gold! Reem Yousef (10) showed her class, winning the first gold – Sarah Gallichan (11) and Alexandra Scholl (11) brought home a silver and bronze, with Abigail Munday and Ella Hatton (both 12) taking gold and silver. Martha Langan (13) fought hard for her bronze medal, while there was another gold and silver in the 14 year age group for Emily Pinchin and Rachel Solway. Caroline Brady (15) added yet more gold for Guildford in this event.
The boys 200m backstroke followed, and the medal tally continued to rise! Youngsters Mark Tuddenham and Rubens King (both 9), taking part in their first County Championships, were delighted with a gold and silver respectively! Austin Kelly (10) who only just turned 10, was a whisker away from a bronze, while Martin Peters (11) powered to a personal best and gold with team mate Ollie Weedon (11) taking the silver! Michael Ingram (13) added a bronze in this event, which was followed by silver for David Lynch (17).

In the girl’s 200m butterfly, Reem Yousef (10) added a silver to her collection, with Danielle Wythe (12) bringing home gold, as did Georgina Fromson (17) and Caroline Brady (15), who was joined on the podium by team mate Charlotte Mann (15) who won the silver – Ann Hyams (16) added a bronze with another good swim!
More medals followed in the Saturday afternoon session, with the boy’s 200m freestyle – Rubens King (9) adding a bronze with a huge personal best time, with Martin Peters and Ollie Weedon (both 11) again on the podium with a silver and bronze respectively! Michael Ingram (13) added silver, with 15 year olds Sam Peters and William Elliott taking gold and silver in their age group.

The girl’s 200m IM saw another 1-2 on the podium, with Abi Munday and Dani Wythe (both 12) in 1st and 2nd place, Martha Langan (13) adding a bronze, Emily Pinchin and Rachel Solway gold and silver, and Caroline Brady (15) and Charlie Mann (15) another gold and bronze! 
Sunday’s competition carried on with success and more medals for Guildford’s swimmers – the boy’s 200m breaststroke saw Guildford’s medal tally increase, starting with a bronze for Martin Peters (11). This was followed by silvers for William Elliott (15) and Danny Anderson (17), with Michael Parrott (18) narrowly missing out on bronze with a 4th place!

In the 200m backstroke, there was a 1-2-3 on the podium for Dani Wythe, Ella Hatton and Abi Munday (all 12), hard earned silver for Martha Langan (13) plus another gold and silver for 15 year-olds Caroline Brady and Charlie Mann respectively. Georgina Fromson (17) added a final gold to Guildford’s growing tally in this event! 

In the boy’s 200m butterfly, young Rubens King (9) added a silver to his growing collection of medals, with Austin Kelly (10) working very hard to earn himself a bronze! Ollie Weedon (11) showed his strength with a silver and personal best, and was followed by Michael Ingram (13), who claimed gold in a National Qualifying Time of 2.25.64! Sam Peters (15) won another gold for Guildford in this event!

Another podium 1-2-3 for Guildford, this time in the girl’s 200m freestyle saw Abi Munday, Dani Wythe and Natasha Smith (all 12) add 3 more medals, while in the 14 year age group; Emily Pinchin and Rachel Solway won silver and bronze. Caroline Brady (15) was again unstoppable, with her 4th gold of the weekend!
The final event of the weekend was the boys 200m IM – there were medals here for Rubens King (9) and Mark Tuddenham (9) (gold and bronze), a bronze for Martin Peters (11) and Michael Ingram (13), with Sam Peters and William Elliott (15) adding gold and silver and Johnathan Ayling (16) bronze, in a personal best time!

As always with the County Championships, it is not all about medals though – every swimmer who takes part and comes within the top 8 in an age group, helps with valuable points for their team, and there were many fine swims from a vast number of Guildford swimmers – it was indeed impressive to see the sheer number of swimmers in their City green shirts, cheering on their team mates, so well done to all the team!

In all, Guildford won 22 gold, 24 silver and 16 bronze medals, and have an unofficial points total of 635 – a superb start to the 2007 County Championships. There were 8 National qualifying times set too, and the coaches were particularly impressed with how the youngsters in the team dealt with what is for some, the first major competition they have been involved in to date!
Medals

Caroline Brady

5 gold

Abigail Munday

3 gold, 1 silver

Sam Peters

3 gold

Dani Wythe

2 gold, 2 silver

Emily Pinchin

2 gold, 1 silver

Georgina Fromson
2 gold

Rubens King

1 gold, 2 silver, 1 bronze

Michael Ingram

1 gold, 1 silver, 2 bronze

Martin Peters

1 gold, 1 silver, 2 bronze

Reem Yousef

1 gold, 1 silver

Mark Tuddenham

1 gold, 1 bronze

William Elliott

3 silver

Rachel Solway

2 silver, 1 bronze

Oliver Weedon

2 silver, 1 bronze

Charlotte Mann

2 silver, 1 bronze

Ella Hatton

2 silver

Martha Langan

1 silver, 2 bronze

Johnathan Ayling

1 silver, 1 bronze

Sarah Gallichan

1 silver

David Lynch

1 silver

Danny Anderson

1 silver

Natasha Smith

1 bronze

Austin Kelly

1 bronze

Alexandra Scholl

1 bronze

Ann Hyams

1 bronze

