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City Make it Three in a Row!!

Guildford City Swimming Club took part in one of the most exciting ‘scraps’ for quite a while on Saturday night, at the Speedo South Final in Crawley! In a very close and tense gala, Guildford swimmers came from behind to emerge as winners from second place Bracknell by an 8 point margin, and thus champions of the South for the third year in a row!

City were never in the lead until the last few events, but never allowed themselves to lose heart and everyone, from coaches and supporters to the swimmers themselves, rallied and came back with some outstanding team swimming to show grit and determination and emerge as eventual winners!

Abi Munday (13) brought about Guildford’s 1st win in the 100m breaststroke and it was also Abi who went on to record City’s 2nd win when she took nearly 4 seconds off her 100m fly time to win in 1.11.01.
Rachael Solway (15) was also cheered loudly when she beat much older opponents to record a superb win in the women’s Open 100m breaststroke! Not to be outdone, she then went on to win the 100m breaststroke in the 15 and under age group!

It was at this point, Guildford having fought back to 2nd place that their team spirit took over – Guildford swimmers won 5 out of the next 8 relay events and overtook Bracknell, who led for most of the gala.

The cheering from all supporters became louder as the evening went on, and the atmosphere was totally different than that experienced at the start – everyone was on their feet, cheering on their team!

The 11/U girls’ medley relay began the relays with a win – youngsters Emilia Taylor (11), Emma Day (10), Sophie Duplessis (11) and Paige Collins (11) took part. Then the girls’ 13/U freestyle relay with Ella Hatton (13), Abi Munday (13), Georgina Simmons (12) and Natasha Smith (13) powering to another win – both the girls and boys’ 15/U medley relay teams recorded wins – in the girls’ team were Charlotte Mann (15), Rachael Solway (15), Jessie Fisher (14) and Emily Pinchin (15). The boys team was involved in one of the most exciting races of the night – John Hargan (14) started well and was followed by good swims from William Elliott (15) on breaststroke and Michael Ingram (13) on fly. The anchor leg was swum by James Adams (15), who went in 3rd yet produced an absolutely superb swim to win the race – the City supporters were all on their feet, and could probably be heard all the way back in Guildford!
Another great swim followed, from the girls Open freestyle relay – this was the 2nd to last race and by this time everyone in the crowd was on their feet!

Caroline Brady (16), Henrietta Dillon (16), Ann Hyams (17), Sîan Aldred (16), Rachael Solway (15) and Emily Pinchin (15) never doubted themselves and led from the start, with the rest of their team-mates cheering them on from poolside!
All the coaches on poolside were delighted and proud of their team.

“You had to throw away the form book" commented Guildford City Chief Coach Richard Garfield at the end of a gruelling round 3 final of Speedo League. 

"That was the closest and most tensely fought competition I have ever seen. 

We trailed Bracknell right through to event 43 and finally moved ahead at event 44 the Boys 11 & under 4 x 50m Medley Relay. All credit to Bracknell & their new Chief Coach Nigel Willis for making it such a great final. The Guildford Coaches are very proud of all of our swimmers for maintaining their focus and when they needed to raise their game at the end they did, winning five of the last eight relay events. This was truly an overall team victory and one that will not be easily forgotten!”
Guildford City, who are sponsored by Zoggs and The Bourne Group, have enjoyed another very successful couple of weeks, winning the Speedo South and progressing to the National A Final for the 3rd year in a row, which followed a highly successful Winter Open Meet at the Spectrum the weekend before.

This prestigious Open Meet was massively oversubscribed, but greatly enjoyed by all those who took part – it was a great effort from all those involved and does credit to the best team of swimmers, coaches, committee members and supporters in the South of England!
