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Guildford City Consolidate their Position at Speedo Round 2

18 first places ensured Guildford City continued their winning ways at the 2nd round of the National Speedo League last night.

City, who is sponsored by Zoggs and The Bourne Group, hosted at the Spectrum and did not disappoint. The atmosphere was electric, especially during the relays when all teams and supporters cheered enthusiastically!

The boys’ 11 & under medley relay team provided the first of many wins for Guildford City – Edward Dyer (11), Rubens King (10), Austin Kelly (11) and Henry Goodlud (10) were the worthy winners and went on to win their freestyle relay too, with William Wood (9) replacing one of his team mates.

There followed a purple patch for City, who went on to win the next 5 events!

There were wins for the girls and boys 13 & under medley teams, comprising Charlotte Hards, Abi Munday, Chrissie Holohan and Ella Hatton (all 13) for the girls and Edward Dillon (13) Liam Man (13) Oliver Weedon and Lewis Fisher (both 12). Again both these teams repeated their win in the freestyle relay event, with the addition of Martin Peters (12) for the boys.
The 15 & under teams were not to be outdone and won both their events too, in impressive style! The teams were Georgina Hellier (15) Emily Pinchin (15), Jessie Fisher (14), Natasha Smith (13), Charlie Mann (15) and Rachel Solway (15), and the boys teams were James Adams (15), Michael Ingram (14) Evan Dean (15), William Elliott (15) and John Hargan (14).
The Ladies Open medley relay team were also successful, with a hard fought win – the winning team were Caroline Brady (16), Rachel Solway (15), Henrietta Dillon (16) and Sîan Aldred (16)
There were also some superb individual swims – Tom Clarke (15) took 3 seconds off his personal best to come 2nd in the 100m backstroke with a time of 1.03.59 – his sheer delight at the time was clearly seen by all!
Abi Munday and Dani Wythe (both 13) won their breaststroke and backstroke events respectively, as did Henrietta Dillon (16) in the 100m back. William Elliott (15), who had a number of great swims on the night won his 100m freestyle race in a new personal best of 56.31, and Abi Munday went on to win again, also in the 100m free.
It was the performance of the relay teams that particularly impressed the coaches, and Chief Coach Richard Garfield commented:

“A good solid team performance. Winning by 47 points and placing first in 13 of the 16 relays was very satisfying, and there were some notable individual successes. The Coaches were particularly impressed with the continued development of the 15 & under Boys squad who are showing real signs of swimming excellence. However we must not let this second round win make us complacent. In order to win the South East Championship for the third successive year we will all have to train extremely hard and take nothing for granted. The final round in December will be as tough and demanding as always“  
The gala finished on a total high, with two of the most exciting races of the night! The girls and boys 6 x 50m free relays were accompanied by the loudest cheers of the night from the balcony and poolside! The girls started off well and never relinquished their lead – the boys had to fight a little harder for their win – they started off well and though not leading they were always in contention. Great swims from all the team, including Sam Peters (16), William Elliott (15) and James Adams (15) helped to keep the team in touch with the leaders until the last swimmer – Howard Birtwell (17) had an outstanding swim to just out-touch Bexley and win – the noise and cheering clearly showed how close and exciting a race this was! (The full teams were Caroline Brady, Henrietta Dillon, Ann Hyams, Sîan Aldred, Emily Pinchin and Georgina Hellier, with Josh Williamson, Pavle Dimitrijevic, James Adams, Sam Peters, William Elliott and Howard Birtwell).
A great end to the evening’s swimming!
