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Further Success Boosts Guildford City Ranks!

Another weekend of success was the outcome when Guildford City swimmers took part in the final of the 2007 Junior Cup at Basingstoke! 

For the second year in a row, City, who are sponsored by Zoggs and The Bourne Group, out swam their local rivals Haslemere by a comfortable 27 points to emerge victorious and lift the Junior Cup Trophy!

Guildford swimmers enjoyed no less than 19 first places, and with a further 20 in second and third spot, they stamped their authority on the evening’s swimming from the beginning!

There were fine wins for Ella Hatton (13), who started the gala off in style in the 100m breaststroke – youngster Claudia Harris (10) was the next winner in the 25m butterfly and was followed by team-mate Austin Kelly (10) who did the same in the boys 25m fly.

Christina Holohan (13) was on good form again, winning the 100m IM, as was Lewis Fisher (12) who nearly went under the 30 second barrier in his 50m free race, where he clocked a 30.06!

More individual wins came from Rubens King (10) in the 50m back and 50m breast, Charlotte Hards (13) who has been swimming extremely well since the start of the season, and powered to a personal best and win in the 100m free, new-comer Emma Day (10) who comfortably won the 50m breaststroke in another personal best and Abigail Munday (13), who won the 100m backstroke event.
The relay teams were also dominant on the night, with 9 wins out of a total of 17!

The 10 & U girls and boys won their freestyle and medley relay races – the teams were Anna Christiansen, Hannah Dry, Emma Day, Megan Hatton and Claudia Harris for the girls and William Wood, Henry Goodlud, Mark Tuddenham, Austin Kelly and Rubens King for the boys.

The boys 12 & U plus the 13 & U won their freestyle relays (Lewis Fisher , Martin Peters, Laurence Peplow and Oliver Weedon (all 12) and Liam Man, Edward Dillon, Lewis Fisher and Martin Peters respectively).

There were also wins for the girls’ 13 & U medley relay team (Abi Munday, Ella Hatton, Natasha Smith and Charlotte Hards) and the girls’ 11 & U medley team (Emilia Taylor, Sophie Duplessis, Paige Collins and Eleanor Richards), with a great win in the hotly contested mixed squadron relay to finish the evening’s swimming in style! (Anna Christiansen, William Wood, Sophie Duplessis, Edward Dyer, Alexandra Scholl, Lewis Fisher, Charlie Hards and Liam Man).
Coaches on poolside Sally Williamson and Sue Barney praised their whole squad of young swimmers, and were particularly impressed with Charlie Hards who swam brilliantly in 100 IM, Emma Day and Rubens King in the 50m breaststroke, Ella Hatton in the 100m breaststroke, Lewis Fisher who swam very well all night, Anna Christiansen who did an excellent fly in the relay, William Wood who stood out in the 50m free and Amelia Taylor, also in the backstroke.  

They commented; “In all honesty, the whole team looked very strong!”
To further boost morale, many swimmers attended the Cranleigh Open Meet on the Sunday, and came away with a number of medals and a whole host of personal best times!

9 year old Lauren Hirst shaved a massive 11.96 seconds off her 200m freestyle time, with Henry Goodlud and Mark Tuddenham (both 10) taking 16.70 and 14.27 respectively off their 200m fly and 200m breast times! Another youngsters who shone were Sam Delaney (10) with a 10.94 second personal best also  in the 200m breast,  Sara Beattie-Spanjol (9) who took 12.33 seconds off her previous 200m breaststroke time, Finn Campbell (9) with an 8.83 second personal best in the 200m breaststroke, Sarah Gallichan (12), with just under 8 seconds improvement in her 200m freestyle time, Renata Lee (9) with a 16.9 second improvement in her 200m backstroke time, Rose-Maria Griffiths (9) who also improved her 200m back time by 15 seconds, as did Cassie Jackson (9) with a 12.14 second personal best in that event.
The best improvement of the day went to youngster Emma Day (10) though – she shaved a massive 20.52 off her 200m fly time to record a new personal best of 3.03.21!
There were a vast number of other personal best times, mainly from a young team, some just beginning to compete!

This was an impressive performance by Guildford City, and augurs well for the months to come!
