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GUILDFORD CITY NEWS

June 2008
Guildford “Greens“ Squad

We are very pleased to announce the introduction of an important new section at Guildford City. For several years there has been insufficient water time to take care of all levels of ability and this has meant that certain swimmers have had to look elsewhere to continue their swim training and aquatic education because we simply did not have enough space. 

From September 2008 we hope to change all of that with the exciting launch of the Guildford “Greens” Squads. It means that those who do not qualify for one of the main competitive squads can still enjoy being a member of Guildford City with all of the benefits and opportunities that it affords.

Guildford “Greens” Junior Squad will be aimed at swimmers 12 years and younger who have not qualified for County from Sharks or District Squad from County. Alison Bateman will be the lead coach for the Guildford “Greens” Juniors.

Junior Masters will be for swimmers 13 years and older who have not qualified for Senior Squad from District or National Squad from Seniors. It will also be for those swimmers already in District, Senior or National Squads who cannot maintain the squad standard and / or make the commitment to the squad training hours. Josh Williamson will be the lead coach for Junior Masters and this will effectively replace the existing City Squad. 

Both squads will have lots of opportunities to train & compete in 200m events with a view to qualifying for the main competitive squads.

New Training Schedule

Guildford “Green” Junior Squad – 5.5 hours per week

Wednesday 1930 – 2100 @ St Catherine’s

Saturday 1130 – 1330 @ CLFS

Sunday 1500 – 1700 @ CLFS 

Junior Masters – 7 hours per week

Monday 0600 – 0700 @ Spectrum

Wednesday 1930 – 2130 @ St Catherine’s

Friday 0600 – 0700 @ Spectrum

Friday 2100 – 2200 @ Spectrum

Sunday 1700 – 1900 @ CLFS

Here are a few frequently asked questions that we hope will clarify some of the more important issues:

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by qualifying for a squad?

Qualifying for a squad is not just about achieving the qualifying time although that is part of the requirement. It also refers to maintaining at least the minimum squad training hours, being the correct age for the squad and attending prescribed meets on a regular basis. To maintain a place in one of the competitive squads, swimmers must ensure all of these criteria are being met.     

My son is currently in Junior Sharks Squad and does not look like qualifying for Junior County Squad. Will he have to leave the club?

No of course not! He too will now be offered a place in the new Guildford “Greens” Squad and if he improves and eventually achieves Junior County standards he will be offered a transfer into that squad.

My daughter was born in 1997, is currently in Junior County Squad but has not achieved a Junior District Squad qualifying time. If she does not achieve this time by 30 June will she have to leave the club?

No of course not! She will now be offered a place in the new Guildford “Greens” Squad where she can train over 5  hours per week and where our excellent teachers & coaches can continue with  the superb education she has received so far at Guildford City. They will ensure a continuity of training sessions that will help her work towards achieving that District qualifying time. 200m time trials will still be held on a regular basis to monitor a swimmer’s progress and to ensure they improve their competitive ability.

 My son is ten years old and is interested in lots of sports including swimming. He is currently in Junior County squad but cannot commit to the minimum number of weekly sessions because he wants to play rugby and football. Does he have to leave the club?

If your son cannot train at least the minimum number of sessions on a regular weekly basis then he won’t be able to keep up with Junior County Squad’s progress and will obviously be missing vital sessions, but he does not have to leave Guildford City! 

We will certainly find a place for him in the new Guildford Greens Squad where he can enjoy swimming at the best club in the south east as well as play football & rugby.

My child will transfer from Junior District Squad in September to the new Junior Masters Squad. Will she still be able to compete for Guildford City?

Absolutely! All members of Guildford “Greens” Squad will be invited to attend open meets and galas throughout the year including the Surrey County Development Meet, Surrey County Championships, and Guildford Opens & of course the Club Championships.

Will members of Guildford Greens & Junior Masters be treated differently to the rest of the club?

No! By ensuring in excess of five quality training hours per week run by experienced and caring staff all members of these new squads will get wonderful opportunities to enjoy a long & fruitful swimming career.

My daughter was born in 1995 and will transfer to Junior Masters in September. If she achieves Senior Squad Qualifying Times in the future will she be invited to join Senior Squad?
Yes of course. This new system ensures that youngsters who develop a little later than others will be monitored and nurtured so if they eventually make the grade they can move into Senior or ultimately National Squad if they are prepared to make the commitment.

Will Guildford “Greens” be open to swimmers who would like to transfer in from outside the club? 

Priority will always be given to existing City members but as long as the Guildford “Green” section does not become too overcrowded then we would accept applications from swimmers who would like to join from outside the club.

What if I have other questions or concerns?

Please contact your existing coach or Richard Garfield 
It’s Great to be Green!
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