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Epsom District Swimming Club joins GCSC Swim21 Swimming Hub

Epsom District Swimming Club is to join the Guildford City ASA Swim21 Hub, when the new University of Surrey - Surrey Sports Park facility opens in mid April.  Swimmers selected by the Epsom based club will benefit from two integrated training sessions per week swimming with GCSC High Performance Squads in the new SSP 50m pool, with Epsom swim coaches also working alongside the GCSC staff. The GCSC initiative is designed to contribute to raising performance standards in swimming in Surrey, and follows the guidelines laid down by the Amateur Swimming Association, which have supported the move. 

The plan is that both Clubs remain independent but benefit from working closely together sharing training plans and concepts. 

John Ingram, Chairman of GCS commented “We are delighted that Epsom District Swimming Club has decided to work with Guildford City, and we look forward to developing a mutually beneficial relationship to raise the performance standards of all of our swimmers. This is a landmark initiative; it marks a paradigm shift in the traditional way Surrey swimming clubs have worked in the past“ 

Leigh Atkinson, Chairman of Epsom District Swimming Club commented “GCSC Swim21 Hub offers us the opportunity to participate in High Performance training in the newly built SSP 50m facility. Working together with GCSC, a club that is offering a forward thinking vision for swimming in Surrey, will be of immense value in the further development of our own swimming and coaching team “

At the end of the month the Surrey County Swimming Championships begin, taking place at The Spectrum Leisure Centre, Aldershot Garrison and Crystal Palace. This year the entry criteria has changed from previous years. Competitors must now have achieved their qualifying times (QT’s) from a Licensed Meet since the 2009 Championships. Because of this new ruling the entry numbers for this year are down on previous years by nearly 10%, however, GCSC have actually increased their entry’s this year by 10%. This year they have 111 entries culminating in 897 swims. The largest growth is really prevalent in the 9 year old age group. Across the county their have been a total of 212 entries, 89 of these are from GCSC!  with  two 9 year old girls  being the only ones in their age group to make the 200m Butterfly QT’s. These stats compound the fact that not only is the club going from strength to strength but The Academy, which is headed-up by Sue Barney is obviously performing amazingly. Well done and good luck at The Championships to all of the clubs involved.
